
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

9/11 Memorial Visit by Moody’s Employees 
Publication Date: 10/26/2011 

From 18 October to 26 October, over 850 Moody’s 
employees visited the 9/11 memorial next to the 
company’s headquarters at 7 World Trade Center. As a 
sponsor of the National September 11 Memorial and 
Museum, Moody’s has been granted access to the 
memorial. The museum and memorial formally open to 
the public in 2012. 

The Memorial’s twin reflecting pools are each nearly an 
acre in size and feature the largest manmade waterfalls 
in the North America. The pools sit within the footprints 
where the Twin Towers once stood, and the names of 
people who lost their lives in the 2001 and 1993 attacks 
are inscribed into bronze panels edging the Memorial 
pools. The museum is housed in a large glass pavilion 
between the two pools, and in the atrium of the museum are two large tridents which are artifacts from the original 
structure of 1 World Trade Center, also known as the North Tower. 

A number of Moody’s employees graciously provided their feedback after this solemn and moving experience: 

» David Gonsalves, Controllers: “While we have watched the site evolve from above, walking around the site gives 
you a very different perspective. For those with a personal link to this site, finding a name on the plaque brings out 
the emotion of the memorial.  For those who are fortunate not to have that type of association, the list of names 
and the emotional displays of those around, made a lasting impression.” 

» David Sensenich, MA Sales: “I was very, very impressed with the memorial. Having it nearby helps keep the 
memories of that tragic day fresh and also always a reminder to appreciate all that we are given.” 

» Johannes Wassenberg, FIG: “I found the memorial very, very impressive and thought provoking. I think the visit has 
quite a symbolic meaning: all of us could look at the memorial site from a safe distance from our offices, being 
passive spectators on the sideline. But think a visit to the memorial changes that perspective quite forcefully, and 
helps to show the intertwined nature of Moody's activities with our environment. In that context, I would seriously 
recommend that Moody's employees visit it.” 

Others reflected on their visit in context to the sense of community spirit that exists at Moody’s: 

» Douglas Ryker, Corporate Planning: “I believe that our employees really truly value our community outreach as 
seen in all of the positive feedback around the volunteer days and this event will be one in the same.”  

» Michelle Rodda, Investor Relations: “I was amazed at the amount of thought that went into the design of the 
memorial. The reflecting pools were mesmerizing with the soothing sound of the waterfalls. The overall mood was 
so peaceful. I felt it was a great privilege to be among the first groups of people to tour the memorial so soon after 
the 10 year anniversary of 9/11. Being there with other Moody's employees gave me a real sense of community.” 

» Warren Kornfeld, FIG: “I thought it was amazing. Being on the ground, provided a very different perspective versus 
our view from up above from our offices. It was emotionally moving being in the center of the world trade center 
site for the first time since pre 9/11. When I spoke to other colleagues tonight they shared similar thoughts. I believe 



 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 

the majority of employees take pride in our corporate citizenship and in particular where we are visibly active in the 
downtown community.”  

Many employees, including Linda Huber, Moody’s Chief Financial Officer, feel the best time to visit the memorial is at 
sundown. "The Memorial is stunning in its simplicity” said Huber. “Seeing it at dusk, as the lights come up in the 
reflecting pools, is beautiful. It is terrific that Moody's employees can visit the memorial so soon after its opening. Many 
thanks to the Moody's Foundation."  

 

About Moody’s Corporation 

Moody's is an essential component of the global capital markets, providing credit ratings, research, tools and 
analysis that contribute to transparent and integrated financial markets. Moody's Corporation (NYSE: MCO) is 
the parent company of Moody's Investors Service, which provides credit ratings and research covering debt 
instruments and securities, and Moody's Analytics, which offers leading-edge software, advisory services and 
research for credit and economic analysis and financial risk management. The Corporation, which reported 
revenue of $2.3 billion in 2011, employs approximately 6,100 people worldwide and maintains a presence in 
28 countries. Further information is available at www.moodys.com. 
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